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in close league against some proud invader; with enthu-
siastic dependence -upon 'the justice of their cause, the
invincible force of their patriotism, and the protection of
Providence, when justice has been found weaker than
power, and enthusiasm than numbers, and Providence
has coldly taken the side of the stronger battalions.
But one power enthusiasm has almost without limit
—the power of propagating itself—and it was for this
that Christ depended on it. He contemplated a Church
in which the Enthusiasm of Humanity should not be
felt by two or three only but widely. In whatever
heart it might be kindled, he calculated that it woidd
pass rapidly into other hearts, and that, as it can make
its heat felt outside the Church, so it would preserve
the Church itself from lukcwarinness. For a lukewarm
Church he would not condescend to legislate, nor did he
regard it as at all inevitable that the Church should
become lukewarm. He laid it as a duty upon the Church
to reclaim the lost, because he did not think it Utopian
to suppose that the Church might be not in its best
members only, but through its whole body, inspired by
that ardour of humanity that can charm away the bad
passions of the wildest heart, and open to the savage "and
the outlaw lurking in moral wildernesses an entrancing
view of the holy and tranquil order that broods over the
streets and palaces of the city of God.
Nevertheless the stubborn fact remains. Whatever may
be theoretically possible to the Enthusiasm of Humanity,
it does not at the present day often rise to this, energy.
We do not, as a matter of fact, often sec these wonderful
conversions take place; and when they do appear to take
place, we have had so much experience of the hollowness

